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The Honorable David Packard 
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REMARKS: 


Attached is an informal memoran- 
dum on the impact' of the floods m 
North Vietnam which I thought you 
might find of interest. 


George A. Carver, Jr. 
ial Assistant for Vietnamese Affairs 
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General 


North Vietnam has made very limited progress emus 
far in ’recovering from damage and disruption caused by tne 
August floods. A significant part or the delay has oeen 
due to the fact that most areas flooded m August were^sulx 
inundated in late September. ^-r a anal recession or r o^^ 


waters in October should permit a sy 


A7P.T 


lematic recovery sirorr 


This effort will focus on the transportation system ana on 
aari culture . 


Tr ans port at ion 

2 vg.no'’ 1 s h latest -oriority is devoteo to clsas.-i.ng > 
count^ -s'mkin rail "Inter' . On 23 September., photography 

that through traffic to Communist China on me hajioi 
Dona Dang line is still obstructed but shipments can behoved 
bv way of the Thai Nguyen bypass. The lasr of several 
slides on the Hanoi-Lao Cai line to the northwest are Ooing 
cleared and through traffic can be resumed snoru^y . ^ 

south— n rao line to Vinh has been opened by repaid a 
S^dSrSt Binh. Rail traffic from Hanoi to Haipncng^ 

was obstructed bv water on 20 September and current _ 

of th-'s 1-i ne is unknown. Photography shows oreajes in ^ 
secondary road system too numerous to couno. ~ 

•-construction effort will be required on tnese secon^.y 
arteries because they also are essential for orderly commerc . 


Agriculture 

o Tn flooded agricultural areas the stress given earlier 
to replanning damaged rice has shifted i^ffol^ 

SB* 

now clear that hopes for ^replanting much o^the^Ou^ 

month rice have been dashed. provinces not an 
floods are being prodded bo naxrmze yields 

cultivation and increased use o. u ---- are als o being 
o n-Y-Q - o from xnsects d . net aisecwuc. ^ 

£e lo incrm,m animal breeding stock to make up ior losses 

in the floods. 
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Repair of the primarv 


■y dikes is mandatory in order 


to contain the rivers and for the past month thas ti^sk 
seems to have employed ail avail&Dlc uianpowe ^ , *‘j 

military units. “Repair of the secondary due systems , on 
the other hand, can be stretched out until the sprang or 
1972 with most of the work employing peasant laoor during 
slack agricultural periods. Probably the most critical 
water conservation problem confronting borun Vie ^ a ™. i°‘ d _ in 
the -ext few months will be clearing washed out oi^il.ed m 
irrigation and drainage ditches and. restoring rlooeea Ptraprng 
stations, a great number of which appear 

In their normal mode of operation, pumping suasions remove 

from fields during the wet season and provide the wate- 
wate^ iromne as uui y the dry season. Manpower for 

essential ror ij_r— gat.— -- g . , . , ned from 

cart of the clean-up effort apparently will be chained atom 

^ -hp co a t of academic acnievement lor ie yt,c.r. 

schools, at me coot ui ^. Hve ordering students 

On 2 7 September , Nhan Dan printed a directive 
to help plant crops and participate m flood recovery wo.u. 


Industry 

5 . Most industrial Produotio^operations^robably^er^ 

resumed well oe.ore statements 

idle due to f ^w P ?ac^i?^ S weJei?Si out of operation as 
report that a iew iacuO ic f 20 September snows v , 

as mid-Sepuemoer , ana p..Oi_og- nig - 

toe entire Viet Sri Chemical Complex and the Pnu y .o 

Fertilizer Plant were idle, possrniy due “ : hkyLed 

Iianoi-Lao gji rail line^ toe amcunc^or^c.^^ ^ con£id ence, 

gSftoi leSod to'emf litely to have lasted from 2 to 4 weens. 

Health 

6 The Hanoi regime appears to have aci_ed qu_-Crt_y a. 

effectively to stem hazards to health and t eou re . 

epidemics. Considerable attention has been^g-ven^ 

^iSMLfirST^to J.? breeding of flies and 
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22 Oct 71 


The Director 
GACarver, Jr. 

Secretary Laird's Travel Plans 


Per our conversation, I called 
General Pursley after lunch. 

Secretary Laird's travel plans are 
as follows: On Sunday, 24 October, 
he leaves for Europe to attend the 
Nuclear Planning Group session, 
from which he will return to 
Washington on Friday, 29 October. 

The following Tuesday, 2 November, 
he leaves on a trip to Southeast Asia -- 
principally Vietnam -- from which he 
will return to Washington on Monday, 

8 November. 


George A. Carver, Jr. 

Special Assistant for Vietnamese Affairs 
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